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Abstract

The paper examines the contemporary competition for influence in Africa among global
powers, drawing parallels to the 19th-century colonial "Scramble for Africa." it analyzes how
major powers, like China, the United States, Russia, and European nations, compete for
strategic partnerships through various means such as infrastructure investments, military
cooperation, and diplomatic engagement. By employing a qualitative analysis of recent
developments in Africa-global power relations, the paper utilizes secondary data from
international organizations, government reports, and academic sources to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the dynamics at play. Theoretical frameworks such as
neorealism and dependency theory are used to understand power dynamics and resource
competition in the context of Africa'’s interactions with global powers. The findings reveal
China's dominance through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), with a staggering $295.5 billion
in trade, while the United States focuses on security partnerships and promoting democratic
governance. Russia, on the other hand, leverages military contractors and energy partnerships
to expand its influence, whereas France experiences declining influence amid regional
backlash. A significant observation from the study is Africa’s growing agency in asserting its
sovereignty and selecting partnerships that align with its development goals. African states are
increasingly utilizing new tools such as digital diplomacy, climate change advocacy, and
diaspora influence to enhance their global political position. The study concludes that Africa's
strategic importance will continue to grow due to its vast mineral resources, demographic
dividend, and geographic position, making it a crucial player in global politics. To maximize
development benefits while maintaining sovereignty, the study recommends that African
nations focus on strengthening regional integration, improving governance structures, and
diversifying partnerships. By doing so, African countries can navigate the complex landscape
of global power competition and leverage their growing influence to achieve sustainable
development and economic growth.
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The new scramble for Africa: how global powers are competing for influence in the 21st century
1. INTRODUCTION

In the late 19th century, European powers partitioned Africa in a frenzy of colonization known
as the "Scramble for Africa." Today, a new form of competition is unfolding—Iless overtly
colonial but equally consequential. Global powers such as China, the United States, Russia,
and former colonial nations like France are vying for influence across the continent through
infrastructure investments, military partnerships, and strategic diplomacy. This modern contest
is reshaping Africa's geopolitical landscape and raising critical questions about sovereignty,

development, and the balance of power in the 21st century.

Africa's strategic importance has grown due to its abundant natural resources, youthful
population, and pivotal geographic position. China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has led to
significant infrastructure projects across the continent, including in Nigeria, where a recent
agreement encompasses economic cooperation and nuclear energy development . However,
concerns have emerged about the sustainability of debt incurred through such projects, with a
study warning that the poorest 75 nations face a "tidal wave" of debt repayments to China in

2025 .

The United States has shifted its focus from humanitarian aid to strategic investment and
counterterrorism efforts. However, recent policy changes, including cuts to aid and military
support in Somalia, have raised concerns about the potential resurgence of extremist groups

like al-Shabab .

Russia has reasserted its presence through the Africa Corps, a state-controlled paramilitary
group that has taken over operations from the Wagner Group. This force has been deployed in
countries like Burkina Faso to support local regimes and expand Moscow's
influence . Additionally, Russia's involvement in disinformation campaigns, such as those in

the Central African Republic, highlights its multifaceted approach to gaining influence .

France, once a dominant force in Africa, is experiencing a decline in influence. Several
countries, including Senegal and Chad, have announced the closure of French military bases,
reflecting a broader regional backlash against perceived neocolonialism . This shift has

prompted France to reconsider its military strategy on the continent .

As these global powers navigate their interests in Africa, the continent's leaders are increasingly

asserting their agency, seeking partnerships that align with their development goals and respect

Volume 2, Number 6, ISSN 3049-8899 Page | 66



Bature

their sovereignty. This article explores the dynamics of this new scramble for Africa,
examining the strategies of major players and the responses of African nations in shaping their

own futures.
Literature Review

The literature on contemporary Africa-global power relations reveals a complex evolution from
traditional dependency frameworks toward more nuanced partnership models. Scholarly
discourse has shifted from viewing Africa as merely a passive recipient of external intervention

to recognizing the continent's growing agency in international relations.

Recent scholarship emphasizes China's infrastructure-led engagement through the Belt and
Road Initiative. Aidoo and Hess (2024) argue that Chinese investment patterns differ from
Western models by focusing on tangible infrastructure rather than governance conditionalities.
However, critics like Chellaney (2023) warn of "debt-trap diplomacy," where Chinese lending
creates unsustainable debt burdens. The Lowy Institute's 2025 study supports these concerns,
documenting $22 billion in debt repayments due from the poorest 75 nations. Conversely,
African scholars like Mohan and Lampert (2024) contend that China-Africa relations represent
genuine South-South cooperation, providing alternatives to Western-dominated development

models.

Literature on U.S.-Africa relations emphasizes security cooperation and democratic
governance promotion. Williams and Hunt (2024) document the evolution of AFRICOM from
humanitarian focus to counterterrorism operations, reflecting broader strategic shifts. The
Council on Foreign Relations (2024) highlights challenges in balancing security concerns with
development needs, noting that excessive focus on security can undermine long-term
partnership goals. Scholarly analysis reveals tensions between American democratic promotion

and pragmatic engagement with non-democratic allies.

Academic attention to Russian involvement has intensified following Wagner Group
deployments. Ramani (2024) analyzes Russia's use of private military contractors as tools of
statecraft, enabling Moscow to project influence while maintaining plausible deniability. The
Carnegie Endowment's 2024 analysis positions Russian engagement as opportunistic,
exploiting Western policy gaps and local grievances. However, some scholars argue this

overstates Russian capabilities and understates African agency in managing such relationships.
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Contemporary literature increasingly emphasizes African agency in managing external
relationships. Taylor (2024) argues that African leaders strategically leverage competing
powers to maximize benefits while minimizing dependency. The Foreign Policy Research
Institute's 2024 analysis highlights how regional organizations like ECOWAS and the African
Union coordinate responses to external pressure. This scholarship challenges earlier

dependency theory assumptions about African passivity.

Recent literature identifies climate diplomacy, digital transformation, and diaspora engagement
as new dimensions of Africa's global engagement. UNESCO's 2024 analysis demonstrates how
cultural diplomacy enhances Africa's soft power, while the African Union's digital strategy
represents technological leapfrogging opportunities. This evolving scholarship reflects Africa's
multifaceted approach to global engagement beyond traditional economic and security

frameworks.
2. STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF AFRICA IN GLOBAL POLITICS

Africa has become a pivotal actor in global politics due to its vast natural resources, youthful
population, and strategic geography. The continent is home to more than 30% of the world’s
mineral reserves, including 70% of global cobalt, 90% of platinum, and significant deposits of
lithium and rare earth elements (International Monetary Fund [IMF], 2024). These materials
are essential for electric vehicles, batteries, and green energy technologies. The Democratic
Republic of Congo, for example, produced over 130,000 metric tons of cobalt in 2023, making

it indispensable to the global transition to clean energy (Statista, 2024).

Africa's demographic profile adds to its strategic relevance. As of 2024, the continent has a
median age of 19.2 years, making it the youngest globally (United Nations Development
Programme [UNDP], 2024). This presents a dual reality: a potential demographic dividend if
adequately invested in, or a source of instability if education, jobs, and infrastructure lag
behind. The African Union has warned that without rapid economic transformation,
unemployment and underemployment could fuel migration and extremism (African Union

Commission, 2023).

Geographically, Africa holds immense geopolitical importance. The continent straddles key
maritime trade routes, including the Suez Canal and the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait. Over 12% of
global trade and 30% of container traffic pass through the Red Sea corridor, directly impacting
Europe, Asia, and the Middle East (United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
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[UNCTAD], 2023). This makes security in the Horn of Africa vital for international shipping
and global energy stability.

Major powers such as the United States, China, Russia, and the European Union have renewed
their engagements with African nations. This includes military bases, resource extraction
agreements, digital infrastructure projects, and political influence campaigns. For instance, the
U.S. signed a new trade framework with Kenya in 2024 and began negotiations with South
Africa on liquefied natural gas exports to boost its economic ties (Reuters, 2024). Such moves

reflect a modern “scramble” for Africa—not for territory, but for strategic leverage.
3. CHINA'S EXPANDING FOOTPRINT IN AFRICA

China has significantly increased its presence in Africa over the past two decades, becoming
the continent’s largest trading partner. In 2024, China-Africa trade reached an estimated $295.5
billion, growing by 6.1% compared to the previous year. China’s exports to Africa rose to
$178.76 billion, while imports from Africa climbed to $116.79 billion, reflecting a gradual
movement toward a more balanced trade relationship (Ecofin Agency, 2025). This trade surge
underscores Beijing’s strategic priority of securing access to African markets and resources as

part of its broader global economic ambitions.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has played a pivotal role in cementing its influence in
Africa through infrastructure development. Since the BRI’s launch, China has funded and built
over 10,000 kilometers of railway lines, more than 100,000 kilometers of roads, and several
key ports and bridges across the continent (Africa China News, 2024). These projects not only
improve regional connectivity but also facilitate China’s long-term access to vital raw materials

and markets, while contributing to Africa’s economic growth.

In Nigeria, China’s investment strategy is exemplified by the China Development Bank’s
$254.76 million loan in January 2025 for the Kano-Kaduna railway project. This 203-kilometer
railway is expected to enhance transportation between northern Nigeria and Abuja, promoting
trade and mobility in one of Africa’s most populous countries (Reuters, 2025). This
infrastructure loan reflects China’s focus on financing large-scale transport projects that

strengthen ties with key African economies.

However, China’s financial engagement has raised concerns about debt sustainability among

African nations. A 2025 study by the Lowy Institute warned that the world’s 75 poorest
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countries face a record $22 billion in Chinese debt repayments this year, highlighting the
mounting debt pressures caused by Chinese loans under the BRI (The Guardian, 2025). This
has led to increased scrutiny over the risks of “debt-trap diplomacy,” where Chinese lending

could translate into heightened geopolitical leverage over vulnerable African states.

Despite these challenges, China is shifting its investment approach to emphasize sustainable
sectors. At the 2024 Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), China announced new
priorities focusing on agriculture, renewable energy, and critical minerals development (South
China Morning Post, 2024). This strategic pivot aims to align Chinese investment with Africa’s
development needs while addressing global sustainability goals and mitigating criticism over

previous lending practices.
4. THE UNITED STATES’ STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT IN AFRICA

The United States has intensified its focus on Africa in recent years, recognizing the continent’s
growing economic and geopolitical importance. In 2024, U.S.-Africa trade reached $85 billion,
with the U.S. ranking among the top trading partners of several African nations, including
Nigeria and South Africa (U.S. International Trade Administration, 2025). This trade
relationship is part of Washington’s broader strategy to counterbalance the influence of China
and other global powers while supporting African economic growth through initiatives such as

Prosper Africa and the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).

Beyond trade, the U.S. has increased military cooperation with African countries, emphasizing
counterterrorism and security partnerships. The establishment of the U.S. Africa Command
(AFRICOM) in 2008 has grown to oversee numerous joint exercises and training programs
aimed at strengthening regional security against extremist groups like Boko Haram, al-
Shabaab, and ISIS affiliates (Department of Defense, 2024). In 2024, the U.S. expanded its
security assistance with Nigeria by providing advanced surveillance technology to monitor

insurgent movements in the northern regions (Defense News, 2024).

On the diplomatic front, the U.S. has pursued deeper bilateral relations through high-level visits
and multilateral forums. For example, in late 2024, President Joe Biden hosted the U.S.-Africa
Leaders Summit, focusing on economic recovery post-COVID-19, climate change, and
governance. This summit reaffirmed U.S. commitment to Africa’s development and
democratic institutions, contrasting with some authoritarian influences from other global

players.
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Additionally, energy diplomacy plays a critical role in U.S. engagement with Africa. The U.S.
government has actively supported African countries in diversifying their energy sources,
including significant investments in liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports. For instance, in May
2024, South Africa proposed a deal to import U.S. LNG to address energy shortages and
support its transition to cleaner energy, further solidifying energy ties between the two

countries (Reuters, 2024).

Despite these positive steps, challenges remain for the U.S. in maintaining influence amid
increasing competition. Analysts note that the U.S. must balance security concerns with
economic development and avoid perceptions of neo-colonialism to build genuine partnerships
(Council on Foreign Relations, 2024). As African nations continue to assert greater agency in
international affairs, U.S. strategy is evolving towards more inclusive and mutually beneficial

engagements.
5. RUSSIA’S ROLE AND INFLUENCE IN AFRICA

Russia has been actively expanding its influence in Africa through diplomatic, military, and
economic engagement, positioning itself as a strategic competitor to Western powers and
China. In 2024, Russia signed multiple agreements with African nations worth over $3 billion,
focusing largely on arms sales, energy projects, and mining ventures (TASS, 2025). This
resurgence in engagement follows Russia’s broader foreign policy goal of diversifying its

alliances and securing resources critical for its own economic interests.

Militarily, Russia has leveraged private military contractors, such as the Wagner Group, to
extend its influence on the continent, particularly in conflict zones. Reports in 2024 confirmed
Wagner’s presence in countries like the Central African Republic (CAR), Mali, and Sudan,
where they have provided training, security for government officials, and direct combat support
against rebel groups (BBC News, 2024). While officially denied by Moscow, Wagner’s
operations have effectively increased Russian leverage over key governments, influencing

local politics and security dynamics.

In terms of energy, Russia has deepened cooperation with African nations rich in oil, gas, and
uranium. For example, in early 2025, Russia signed a memorandum of understanding with
Angola to develop oil exploration and joint ventures in nuclear energy, expanding Russian
presence in strategic energy sectors (Reuters, 2025). Additionally, Russia’s state nuclear

agency, Rosatom, has ongoing projects in South Africa and Egypt aimed at developing nuclear
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power capabilities, signaling a long-term commitment to energy collaboration on the continent

(World Nuclear News, 2024).

Economic ties are also expanding beyond resource extraction. Russia has sought to increase
trade with Africa by promoting agricultural exports and investing in infrastructure, albeit at a
slower pace than China or the West. In 2024, Russian exports to Africa increased by 8%,
including fertilizers, machinery, and arms, supporting domestic industries and reinforcing

political alliances (African Business Magazine, 2024).

However, Russia’s involvement in Africa is not without controversy. The international
community has criticized Russia for allegedly fueling conflicts and human rights abuses
through its military support and mercenary activities, raising concerns over stability in several
African states (Human Rights Watch, 2024). Furthermore, some African governments face
backlash from civil society groups wary of becoming entangled in global power rivalries that

may undermine their sovereignty.

Despite these challenges, Russia’s African strategy is likely to continue evolving, focusing on
deepening security cooperation, expanding economic partnerships, and projecting itself as an
alternative to Western and Chinese influence. As Moscow navigates sanctions and geopolitical
isolation in other regions, Africa remains a critical arena for maintaining its global relevance

(Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2024).

6. THE ROLE OF MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS IN AFRICA’S GLOBAL
POLITICS

Multilateral institutions such as the African Union (AU), United Nations (UN), and regional
economic communities play a crucial role in shaping Africa’s position in global politics. The
African Union, in particular, has made significant strides in promoting continental integration
and political stability. In 2024, the AU successfully brokered peace agreements in conflict-
affected countries like Sudan and Mozambique, showcasing its growing capacity as a regional
security actor (African Union Commission, 2024). The AU’s Agenda 2063 framework
continues to guide Africa’s long-term development strategy, emphasizing sovereignty,

economic integration, and sustainable development (African Union, 2023).

At the global level, the United Nations remains a key player in African peacekeeping and

development efforts. In 2024, the UN deployed over 80,000 peacekeepers across Africa in

Volume 2, Number 6, ISSN 3049-8899 Page | 72



Bature

missions such as MINUSMA in Mali and MONUSCO in the Democratic Republic of Congo
(United Nations Peacekeeping, 2024). These missions are critical in stabilizing volatile regions,
though they face challenges including limited resources and accusations of inefficiency. The
UN also supports development programs through agencies like the UNDP, which in 2024
launched new initiatives targeting youth employment and climate resilience across Africa

(UNDP, 2024).

Regional economic communities (RECs), including ECOWAS, SADC, and EAC, play a vital
role in fostering economic cooperation and conflict resolution. ECOWAS, for example, has
been instrumental in mediating political crises in West Africa, such as the 2024 intervention in
Niger following a military coup (ECOWAS, 2024). These institutions aim to enhance intra-
African trade and investment, which remains low at just 17% of the continent’s total trade,
compared to over 60% in other regions like Europe (African Development Bank, 2024).
Strengthening RECs is essential to realizing the African Continental Free Trade Area

(AfCFTA) goals.

Furthermore, multilateral financial institutions such as the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) play influential roles in Africa’s economic policies. In 2024, the IMF
approved $3.2 billion in support packages aimed at stabilizing economies affected by global
inflation and supply chain disruptions (IMF, 2024). These programs often come with
conditions emphasizing governance reforms and fiscal discipline, which have sparked debate
over sovereignty and economic autonomy. The World Bank’s investments in infrastructure and
social programs also underpin Africa’s growth prospects, focusing on areas like renewable

energy and digital connectivity (World Bank, 2024).

In sum, multilateral institutions act as both stabilizers and development partners, helping Africa
navigate complex global challenges. Their effectiveness, however, depends on African
countries’ ownership of policies and sustained international cooperation. As Africa’s global
role grows, these institutions must evolve to better reflect African priorities and enhance

continental agency on the world stage.

7. THE IMPACT OF DIGITAL DIPLOMACY AND TECHNOLOGY ON AFRICA’S
GLOBAL POLITICAL POSITION

Digital diplomacy and technological advancement have become critical tools in reshaping

Africa’s role in global politics. African governments increasingly use social media and digital
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platforms to engage with international audiences, shape foreign policy narratives, and promote
national interests. For example, Nigeria’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs launched a digital
diplomacy initiative in 2024 that leverages social media analytics to track global perceptions
and proactively respond to misinformation, enhancing the country’s diplomatic agility
(Chatham House, 2024). This reflects a broader continental trend toward harnessing digital

tools for diplomatic outreach and image management.

Technology also empowers African states to participate more effectively in international
negotiations and forums. The African Union’s digital transformation agenda includes the
deployment of virtual summits and e-governance platforms that facilitate continuous dialogue
among member states and with global partners (African Union, 2024). This has been especially
valuable during global crises like the COVID-19 pandemic, where traditional diplomacy was
disrupted, underscoring the strategic importance of digital connectivity for maintaining

diplomatic momentum.

Moreover, Africa’s burgeoning tech ecosystem is shaping its geopolitical leverage. The
continent is home to several “tech hubs” such as Lagos, Nairobi, and Cape Town, where
innovation in fintech, artificial intelligence, and mobile technology flourishes (GSMA, 2024).
These hubs not only attract foreign direct investment but also position Africa as a source of
technological innovation, shifting perceptions from a resource-dependent region to a
knowledge-driven partner. In 2024, African startups secured over $1.5 billion in venture capital
funding, the highest in the continent’s history, signaling growing global confidence in Africa’s

digital economy (Partech Africa Report, 2024).

However, challenges remain. Digital infrastructure gaps persist, with only 43% of the African
population having internet access as of early 2025, limiting the reach of digital diplomacy
(International Telecommunication Union, 2025). Additionally, cybersecurity threats and
digital misinformation campaigns pose risks to political stability and diplomatic credibility,

necessitating coordinated continental responses (African Union Cybersecurity Strategy, 2024).

In response, multilateral efforts such as the African Union’s Cybersecurity Strategy and
partnerships with the United Nations have been instrumental in building cyber resilience and
promoting digital governance frameworks (United Nations, 2024). These initiatives aim to
secure Africa’s digital space while maximizing the continent’s ability to wield digital

diplomacy as a force multiplier in global affairs.
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The digital diplomacy and technology are transforming Africa’s engagement with the world.
By investing in digital infrastructure and innovation, and addressing cybersecurity challenges,
African states can enhance their global political influence and reshape international relations

in the digital age.
8. THE INFLUENCE OF AFRICAN DIASPORA IN GLOBAL POLITICS

The African diaspora plays an increasingly influential role in shaping Africa’s global political
presence. With an estimated 150 million people of African descent living outside the continent,
this global community acts as a critical bridge between Africa and the rest of the world.
Diaspora networks contribute significantly to political advocacy, economic investment, and

cultural diplomacy, enhancing Africa’s soft power on the global stage (World Bank, 2024).

Politically, African diaspora organizations have lobbied for policies that support development,
human rights, and democratic governance in their countries of origin. In 2024, diaspora groups
were instrumental in influencing U.S. foreign policy debates, particularly around the renewal
of the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), ensuring continued preferential trade
access for African exports (Brookings Institution, 2024). Additionally, diaspora activism has
contributed to global awareness campaigns addressing issues such as conflict resolution, anti-

corruption, and climate change in Africa (African Diaspora Network, 2024).

Economically, remittances from the diaspora remain one of the continent’s most important
financial lifelines, totaling over $85 billion in 2024, surpassing foreign direct investment and
official development assistance (World Bank, 2025). These funds support household
consumption, education, and entrepreneurship, driving grassroots development and economic
resilience. Countries like Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Ghana are the top recipients of diaspora
remittances, which constitute a significant portion of their GDP (International Monetary Fund,

2025).

Culturally, the African diaspora contributes to the promotion of African heritage and identity
worldwide, through arts, media, and academic collaborations. Global events such as the 2024
African Diaspora Summit in London highlighted the role of cultural diplomacy in
strengthening ties between Africa and its diaspora communities, fostering a shared sense of
identity and purpose (UNESCO, 2024). These cultural exchanges help reshape international

narratives about Africa, emphasizing diversity, creativity, and innovation.
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Despite these positive contributions, challenges persist, including the political marginalization
of diaspora voices in domestic African policy-making and the complexities of dual citizenship
laws in some countries (Migration Policy Institute, 2024). Addressing these issues could unlock
even greater diaspora potential to influence Africa’s development trajectory and global

standing.

In summary, the African diaspora is a vital actor in global politics, leveraging economic
resources, political influence, and cultural capital to bolster Africa’s international profile.
Strengthening diaspora engagement policies offers promising avenues for African countries to

deepen their global partnerships and enhance their geopolitical influence.

9. THE ROLE OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN SHAPING AFRICA’S GLOBAL
POLITICAL STRATEGY

Climate change has emerged as a central factor influencing Africa’s global political strategy,
as the continent is among the most vulnerable to environmental shifts despite contributing
minimally to global greenhouse gas emissions. African nations have increasingly framed
climate action as a matter of climate justice, demanding more support from developed countries
to address loss and damage caused by extreme weather events and desertification (IPCC, 2024).
This stance was prominently voiced during the 2024 United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP29), where African leaders advocated for greater financing and technology

transfer to mitigate climate risks (UNFCCC, 2024).

The continent’s strategy involves leveraging its rich natural resources to participate actively in
the emerging global green economy. Countries like Morocco, Kenya, and South Africa have
invested heavily in renewable energy projects, including solar, wind, and geothermal power,
positioning themselves as leaders in sustainable development (IRENA, 2024). For instance,
Kenya’s geothermal capacity increased by 15% in 2024, providing clean energy to millions

and reducing dependence on fossil fuels (Kenya Ministry of Energy, 2025).

African states are also using climate diplomacy to strengthen their global partnerships. The
Africa Adaptation Initiative (AAI), launched in 2015 and reinforced in 2024, exemplifies a
coordinated continental approach to securing funding and building resilience (African Union,
2024). Through such mechanisms, African countries aim to influence international climate

finance architecture to prioritize adaptation and address the continent’s unique vulnerabilities.
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However, climate change also exacerbates existing political and social challenges, such as
resource conflicts and migration. Regions like the Sahel have experienced intensified droughts
and desertification, contributing to increased competition over land and water, which fuels
insurgency and displacement (World Bank, 2024). Addressing these intertwined issues requires

integrated policies that link climate resilience with security and development.

International organizations and partnerships play vital roles in supporting Africa’s climate
agenda. The Green Climate Fund approved $1.2 billion for African projects in 2024, focusing
on sustainable agriculture, water management, and urban resilience (Green Climate Fund,
2024). Additionally, collaborations with the European Union and China on climate technology

transfer demonstrate growing multilateral engagement on environmental issues.

In conclusion, climate change shapes Africa’s global political strategy by driving demands for
equity in global climate governance and spurring investments in sustainable development. The
continent’s proactive engagement highlights its dual role as a victim and a potential leader in

the global climate agenda.

10. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR AFRICAN SOVEREIGNTY IN A
MULTIPOLAR WORLD

As global power becomes increasingly multipolar, Africa faces complex challenges and
opportunities in preserving its sovereignty while engaging with multiple competing powers.
The rise of China, Russia, the European Union, and the United States as key actors in African
affairs creates a dynamic but sometimes conflicting landscape for African decision-makers
(Foreign Policy Research Institute, 2024). This multipolar environment offers African states
the chance to leverage strategic partnerships but also risks entanglement in great-power

rivalries.

One major challenge is maintaining autonomy amid external pressures. Many African
governments depend heavily on foreign aid, investment, and security assistance, which can
limit their policy independence. For instance, conditionalities tied to IMF programs or Western
development aid often require reforms that may clash with domestic priorities (International
Crisis Group, 2024). Similarly, military cooperation with powers like Russia or China can draw
Africa into geopolitical conflicts or fuel internal dissent, as seen in Mali’s recent instability

linked to Russian mercenary presence (Al Jazeera, 2024).
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Nonetheless, the multipolar context also empowers Africa to negotiate better terms and
diversify partnerships. The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) provides a
platform for collective bargaining, enabling African countries to present united fronts in trade
negotiations and foreign investment deals (African Union, 2024). Moreover, regional blocs
such as ECOWAS and SADC have strengthened diplomatic coordination, enabling more

assertive responses to external interference.

The growing role of South-South cooperation is another opportunity. Engagements with
emerging economies in Asia and Latin America bring new avenues for technology transfer,
infrastructure development, and diplomatic support without the traditional conditionalities
imposed by Western powers (BRICS Policy Center, 2024). This diversification helps reduce

over-reliance on any single partner and promotes more balanced development.

However, to fully capitalize on these opportunities, African states must strengthen internal
governance, transparency, and institutional capacity. Weak governance remains a critical
vulnerability, making some countries susceptible to exploitation and undermining efforts to
assert sovereignty (Transparency International, 2024). Building resilient institutions is

essential for managing external relationships strategically and protecting national interests.

Africa’s sovereignty in a multipolar world is shaped by its ability to balance competing external
influences while fostering internal unity and governance reforms. The continent’s strategic
diplomacy and regional integration efforts position it to harness multipolarity as a driver of

growth and autonomy rather than a source of division.
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11. CONCLUSION

The new scramble for Africa in the 21st century reflects a profound transformation in global
geopolitics, where the continent stands as both a battleground and a stakeholder in the evolving
multipolar world order. Unlike the colonial partition of the 19th century, this modern contest
for influence is defined by strategic investments, technological diplomacy, energy partnerships,
and military cooperation rather than territorial conquest. Major global powers—namely China,
the United States, Russia, and former colonial states like France—are actively competing to
secure economic, political, and military footholds in Africa. These powers pursue diverse
strategies ranging from infrastructure development and digital diplomacy to disinformation

campaigns and arms deals.

Yet, Africa is no longer a passive actor in this geopolitical game. The continent’s youthful
population, vast natural resources, strategic maritime routes, and increasing technological
innovation have elevated its importance on the world stage. Moreover, African leaders,
institutions, and the diaspora are asserting agency by seeking partnerships that prioritize
sovereignty, economic transformation, and equitable cooperation. Regional organizations like
the African Union and ECOWAS, together with instruments like the AfCFTA and the Africa
Adaptation Initiative, demonstrate a growing capacity for collective action and strategic

diplomacy.

Nevertheless, the path forward is fraught with challenges. Issues such as debt dependency,
governance deficits, cybersecurity vulnerabilities, and climate-induced instability threaten to
undermine Africa’s quest for autonomy. The presence of competing global actors also risks
drawing the continent into rivalries that could compromise long-term development goals. To
navigate these complexities, African states must continue to build resilient institutions,
strengthen intra-continental unity, and pursue diversified, transparent, and mutually beneficial

international engagements.

Ultimately, the new scramble for Africa presents both a challenge and an opportunity. If
managed with strategic foresight and a focus on African agency, this global competition can
be harnessed to drive sustainable development, bolster sovereignty, and secure a more

influential role for Africa in shaping the future of global governance.
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